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26, 1905, he sent a strong hint to the Russian Government
that it should send its best men to the conference to meet
the best men from Japan:

"The President, in accordance with the communication
from Count Lamsdorff of the 25th, has informed the Jap-
anese Government that Russia consents to the meeting
taking place in the first ten days of August, but that the
President hopes if possible the Japanese Government will
arrange to have its envoys here on the first day of August
as he earnestly desires there shall be no delay. Inform
Count Lamsdorff confidentially that the President under-
stands that the Japanese Government have under consid-
eration as their envoys Baron Komura, the Secretary of
Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Takahira, Japanese Minister at
Washington. The appointment of Baron Komura repre-
sents, of course, the very highest appointment that can be
made by the Japanese Government, being equivalent, for
instance, to my appointing Secretary Hay under similar
circumstances. I am greatly gratified at it, for it shows
that Japan is sending her best men with the earnest desire
to arrange for peace. I have confidentially informed the
Japanese Government that in all probability one of the
Eussian plenipotentiaries will be Nelidoff."

On June 30,1905, Eussia sent a request to the President
to get the consent of Japan to an armistice. Why his ef-
fort to secure it failed Eoosevelt explained to Meyer on
July 7, 1905:

"I did my best to get the Japanese to consent to an
armistice, but they have refused, as I feared they would.
Lamsdorff's trickiness has recoiled upon the Eussian Gov-
ernment. The Japanese are entirely confident that they
can win whatever they wish by force of arms, whereas they
are deeply distrustful of Eussia's sincerity of purpose in
these peace negotiations. Eussia cannot expect peace un-
less she makes substantial concessions, for the Japanese
triumph is absolute and Eussia's position critical in the
extreme. I earnestly hope the Czar will see that he must